
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

• Countdown

• Introduce the session (2 min.)
• Big picture question (1 min.)
• Giant timeline (1 min.)
• Tell the Bible story (10 min.)
• Christ connection

• Group demonstration (5 min.)

• Review (4 min.)
• Key passage (5 min.)
• Group game (5–10 min.)
• Sing and give offering (3–12 min.)
• Missions moment (3 min.)
• Announcements (2 min.)
• Prayer (2 min.)
• Additional idea 

God Created 
Everything

Unit 1 • Session 1

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Genesis 1

STORY POINT: God 
created everything, and 

everything He created was good.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Colossians 1:16b-17

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Who is God? God is our Creator 

and King.
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LEADER Bible Study
In the beginning, God created everything. God created the universe ex 
nihilo, or “out of nothing.” All of creation began with a word. When 
God spoke, it happened: light, land, sky, stars, plants, and animals. God 
made them all, and they were good. Creation was perfect, just as God 
intended.

The first story—in fact, every story in the Bible—is a small piece of a 
much bigger story: God’s redemptive story. Sin would enter the world 
and affect everything, but God already knew. He already had a plan to 
show His grace to people through His Son (2 Tim. 1:9), to rescue and 
restore. 

The Bible says that God’s plan existed before He created the world. 
(Eph. 1:4-6) The Bible tells the story of how a great God redeemed 
rebellious people by sending His Son, Jesus, to be the perfect sacrifice for 
sin.

The story of Jesus does not begin in a manger. God the Son has always 
existed, and He was present at creation. He is the Word through whom 
all things were created. (John 1:1-3) Colossians 1:16-17 says that 
everything was created by Him and for Him, and He holds everything 
together. Through creation, we see and understand God’s eternal power 
and divine nature. (Rom. 1:20)

As you begin teaching kids about creation, help them discover who God 
is. Remind boys and girls that God created everything with a purpose: 
to bring Him glory. Psalm 19:1 says, “The heavens declare the glory of 
God, and the expanse proclaims the work of his hands.”

The Book of Genesis is the beginning of the greatest story ever told. It is 
a true story, and at the center of it all is the true hero: our Savior, Jesus 
Christ. This story changes everything.
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The BIBLE Story

God Created Everything
Genesis 1

In the beginning, nothing existed except for God. God created the 
heavens and the earth. The earth had no shape, and darkness covered 
the earth. The Spirit of God was there, hovering over the waters. 

God spoke: “Let there be light!” What God said 
happened. God saw that the light was 

good, and He separated the light from 
the darkness. God called the light 

“day,” and He called the darkness 
“night.” Evening came, and then 

morning came. That was the 
first day.

God spoke again: “Let 
there be an expanse between 
the waters to separate them.” 
What God said happened. 
He made a space between 
the water that was on the 
earth and the water above the 

earth. God called the expanse 
“sky.” Evening came, and then 

morning came. That was the 
second day.
God said, “Let the water under the 

sky be gathered into one place, and let the 
dry land appear.” What God said happened. 

God called the dry land “earth,” and He called the 
gathered water “seas.” God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let 
the earth make plants and trees with fruits and seeds.” What God said 
happened. Plants and trees grew, and God saw that it was good. Evening 
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Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Vary your tone: 
Speak boldly when 
saying the words that 
God spoke. Use pauses 
for emphasis when 
identifying the days. 
Speak cheerfully 
when describing the 
creation as “good.”

• Use props: Prepare 
posters with simple 
drawings for each 
day of creation. Show 
each poster at the 
appropriate point in 
the story.

came, and then morning came. That was the third day.
Next, God placed lights in the sky. God created the 

sun to shine during the day and the moon and stars to 
shine at night. God gave us lights to shine on the earth, to 
separate day from night, and to help us track time in days 
and years. God saw that it was good. Evening came, and 
then morning came. That was the fourth day.

Next, God made creatures that move and swim in the 
water. He made birds to flap their wings and soar across 
the sky. God saw that it was good. God told the animals to 
multiply, and they filled the seas and the sky. Evening came, 
and then morning came. That was the fifth day.

Then God made more animals—livestock, creatures 
that crawl, and wildlife—to live on the earth. When God 
said it, it happened. And God saw that all of it was good.

Christ Connection: Jesus is Lord over all of creation. The Son 
has always existed. The Bible says everything was created by Him 
and for Him, and He holds everything together. All of creation 
exists to bring God glory.

9God Created Everything



TEACH the Story
SESSION TITLE: God Created Everything
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1
STORY POINT: God created everything, and everything He created was 

good.
KEY PASSAGE: Colossians 1:16b-17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is God? God is our Creator and King.

SUGGESTED THEME DECORATING IDEAS: Create a bicycle 
repair shop by setting out bikes that are rusty or broken. 
Set up a tool bench with a variety of tools and bike pieces. 
Display posters of famous bike races. You may also display 
the themed background slide.

Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as worship time begins. 

Introduce the session (2 min.)
[Trevor is at his workbench tinkering with bike parts when 
Camille comes in. She is wearing workout clothing and pushing 
her bike. She is breathing heavily as if she has been exercising. 
Trevor hears her and looks up.]
TREVOR • Hey, Camille! It sounds and looks like you need 

to take a break. Did you just get back from a long 
ride?

CAMILLE • Whew, did I ever! This bike I got from you last 
week has been so great. It’s been opening up whole 
new worlds to me!

TREVOR • Whoa! It must be even faster than I thought for 
you to travel through space with it!

CAMILLE • Har har har. I don’t literally mean the bike has 

• Themed Background 
Slide

• countdown video

• leader attire
• bike parts
• bike and helmet
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taken me to other planets, although that’d be pretty 
cool. I just meant that with this bike I’m able to 
travel farther than I could on foot. I’ve already been 
able to see so much of God’s creation. Isn’t that the 
best thing about being outside? Everywhere you look 
you can see God’s fingerprints.

TREVOR • Those must be some pretty huge fingerprints!
CAMILLE • Oh my goodness, you goofball! You’re always 

taking me so literally. I don’t mean God’s actual 
fingerprints. But everywhere I go I see evidence of 
God’s creativity. He made everything there is, and I 
get to explore it all on my new bike!

TREVOR • I’m so excited that you’re enjoying the bike I 
built. It makes me happy that you are enjoying God’s 
great creation, too. In fact that reminds me of a Bible 
story. I was just about to share it with my friends 
here [gesturing to the kids]. Any chance you might 
like to help me out with it?

CAMILLE • That sounds great!

Big picture question (1 min.)
TREVOR • Over the next few weeks we’ll be hearing stories 

about God and how He created everything. It’s 
actually pretty amazing when you think about it. 
God took nothing and created everything that 
we see! As we go through our stories we have a 
big picture question that we’ll try to answer. The 
question is, Who is God? 

CAMILLE • That sure sounds like a big question. How will 
we ever be able to answer it?

TREVOR • Thankfully God has given us a way to know 
Him. He’s even given us a book that shows us who 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster
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He is and what He is like. 
CAMILLE • I have a feeling you don’t mean the 

encyclopedia. Those books have information about 
everything, but I can think of one book better suited 
to teach us about God. 

TREVOR • Correct. I’m not talking about the encyclopedia. 
We can learn about God from the Bible. It comes 
from God so we can trust that what it says is true.

CAMILLE • So by reading the Bible we can answer the 
question, Who is God? 

TREVOR • Exactly. Now, on to our first story. Think about 
the answer to this question as you listen.

Giant timeline (1 min.)
TREVOR • The story we’re about to hear starts at the very 

beginning of time. 
CAMILLE • It’s hard to imagine the very beginning of time. 
TREVOR • True, but isn’t the beginning the best place to 

start a story? And this is the beginning of the best 
story ever. As we study the Bible, you will see that 
the Bible is one amazing story! This is the very first 
story on our timeline. It’s called “God Created the 
World,” and it comes from the Book of Genesis, the 
very first book in the Bible.

Tell the Bible story (10 min.)

Open your Bible to Genesis 1. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips provided with the Bible story script to help you tell 
the story, or watch the Bible story video “God Created the 
World.”
TREVOR • The story of God’s creation of the world is 

incredible. I build new bikes all the time, but I have 

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• “God Created the 

World” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Story Point Poster
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to use all the right parts to be able to do it. There’s 
no way I could say a word and a new bike just appear 
in front of me. But that’s exactly what God is able to 
do!

CAMILLE •  God is so powerful and creative! God created 
everything, and everything He created was good. 
God doesn’t make mistakes. He doesn’t make junk 
or things that fall apart. After everything that God 
made, He called it good.

TREVOR • That’s right! And when God says something is 
good, you better believe it is good! God didn’t say 
His creation was “OK” or “good enough.” At the 
start of the world, there was no sin, sadness, or pain.

CAMILLE • What an amazing thought. I wish I could have 
seen the world the way it was then. But it makes 
sense. If God is perfect and holy, of course the world 
He created would be perfectly good.

TREVOR • That reminds me of our big picture question. 
Who is God?

CAMILLE • God is our Creator and King. He has made 
everything and He rules over His creation!

TREVOR • That’s exactly right. God deserves all our worship 
and devotion because He is good. We owe our life to 
Him, as well as the existence of the whole universe.

Christ Connection
CAMILLE • Good point. But here’s a question: Why isn’t the 

world still perfect?
TREVOR • We’ll get to that in a few weeks. The short 

answer is sin. People chose to disobey God, and as a 
result, the whole world broke. 

CAMILLE • Oh, right! I remember now. So, if this story 

Tip: Consider using 
your Bible and 
the gospel poster 
provided to explain 
to kids how to 
become a Christian. 
Anytime you invite 
kids to respond 
in a large group 
setting, make sure 
you have counselors 
available to 
speak with kids 
individually to 
answer questions.
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happened before sin, what does this story have to do 
with Jesus?

TREVOR • Well, Jesus is God the Son, and He has always 
existed, just as God the Father has always existed. 
Jesus is Lord over all of creation. The Son was there 
at creation. The Bible says everything was created by 
Him and for Him, and He holds everything together. 
All of creation exists to bring God glory. Eventually, 
sin entered the world, and God sent Jesus to earth in 
the form of a human baby. Jesus lived a perfect and 
sinless life, and then He died a death we deserved to 
rescue us from sin.

Group demonstration (5 min.)
Invite three volunteers onto the stage to make things out of 
clay. Ask two kids to make real creatures or objects, such as 
turtles, snails, rocks, trees, stars, and so forth. Ask the third 
kid to make a glorbitronker, but do not explain what that 
gibberish word means or what it should look like. If the kid 
hesitates, insist that he make it quickly or ask one of the 
other kids to make it. Be sure not to over do it or embarrass 
the volunteer.
CAMILLE • OK, I have to admit, I’m stumped. What in the 

world is a glorbitronker? What does it look like?
TREVOR • Well, I have a confession. Glorbitronker is a 

gibberish word I just made up. There’s no creature 
called that. But consider this: When God created the 
world, nothing that he created existed yet. We can 
easily make the shape of a rock, tree, star, or snail 
because we can look into creation and see what they 
should look like. God made each part of His creation 
from nothing.

• modeling clay

Note: You can use 
any gibberish 
word or you may 
choose to reference 
a real, but rare 
and unheard of 
creature. 
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CAMILLE • Ha! Great point. All God had to do was speak 
and He was able to make every animal, plant, and 
object on the earth. Nothing we can make can 
come from nothing. We always have to start with 
something!

TREVOR • And even more than creating new things that 
never existed before, God gave some of His creations 
life.

CAMILLE • Only God has that kind of power. All He had 
to do was speak and the whole universe came into 
existence!

TREVOR • Who is God? God is our Creator and King.

Review (4 min.)
TREVOR •  We’ve had a lot of fun hearing our Bible story. 

Let’s take a minute to review what we’ve learned.
Invite the kids to answer the following questions:

1. What did God do to create the world? (He spoke, 
Genesis 1:3)

2. In how many days did God create the world? (6 
days, Genesis 1:31)

3. What did God say about everything He created? (It 
was good, Genesis 1:4)

4. Who is God? God is our Creator and King. 
5. What does this story teach me about God, Jesus, 

the Holy Spirit, or the gospel?
6. What does this story teach me about myself?
7. Are there any commands in this story to obey? 

How are they for God’s glory and my good?
8. Are there any promises in this story to remember? 

How do they help me trust and love God?
9. How does this story help me live on mission better?
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Key passage (5 min.)
CAMILLE • You already mentioned that Jesus has always 

existed and that it was through Him that everything 
was made. If Genesis doesn’t mention Jesus, how do 
we know that is true?

TREVOR • Great question! Our key passage comes from 
the New Testament Book of Colossians. Let’s read it 
together. 

Read Colossians 1:16b-17 and encourage the kids to read 
along in their Bibles. Display the key passage poster for kids 
to read. 
CAMILLE • So even though the Bible doesn’t mention Jesus’ 

name in the Old Testament, He was actually there!
TREVOR • Of course! In fact everything in the Bible points 

to Jesus. All things were created by Him and for 
Him. He is also our Savior and King. 

You may also sing the key passage song.

Group game (5–10 min.)
CREATION CORNERS

CAMILLE • Do you guys want to play a game? I have a great 
idea for a game that will help us remember what God 
created each day. 

Designate six areas around the classroom and label each 
with what God created on each of the six days of creation. 
The leader will close his eyes and shout go. The kids will 
choose a corner to run to. The leader will call out one of the 
areas and all the kids in that space will sit down.
TREVOR • Who is God? God is our Creator and King. 

God spent six days creating everything in the 
universe. Then on the seventh day He rested from 
His work. God created everything, and everything 

• Key Passage Poster
• “All Things Hold 

Together” song
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He created was good. God created a good world 
and made the plan needed to save it from the sin that 
eventually broke it.

Sing and give an offering (3–12 min.)
CAMILLE • God is our Creator and King. I’m so amazed by 

how powerful God is. He can make everything out 
of nothing! He made you and me and all that we see. 
Let’s stand up and sing together to worship God.

Sing “My Father’s World,” choose from the songs provided 
this quarter, or sing other songs as time allows.

Missions moment (3 minutes)
TREVOR • God created everything, and 

everything He created was good. Creation is a 
picture of God’s love for people. Sadly, billions of 
people on earth don’t know that God loves them. 
God calls us to help others know Him as Creator and 
King. Watch this video and check out how we can 
all have a part in sharing the gospel with everyone, 
everywhere.

Play the “God’s Heart” missions video.

Announcements (2 min.)
TREVOR • Thanks for hanging out with us today, Camille. 

I’m so glad we got to hear this incredible Bible story. 
We’ve learned that God created everything, and 
everything He created was good. 

CAMILLE • I’m heading out on another bike riding 
adventure, but I’ll be back next week for another 
story about our amazing God! Before we go we have 
some announcements for you.

• “My Father’s World” 
song and other 
songs of your choice

• “God’s Heart” 
missions video
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Make any announcements from your kids’ ministry.

Prayer (2 min.)
TREVOR • Camille, would you pray for us?
CAMILLE • It would be my pleasure.

God, thank You for the gift of Your Word. It’s a 
blessing to be able to hear the story of how You made 
everything. Thank You for Your beautiful creation. As 
we look around our world this week may it remind 
us that You are our Creator and King. Amen.

Additional idea
PAPER PLATE EARTH CRAFT

Give each child a paper plate and blue and green tissue 
paper. Instruct kids to glue the tissue paper on the plate to 
resemble the earth. You may want to display a globe or map 
to give the kids an idea of how they should position the 
green tissue paper. Leave a small space around the edge and 
assist the kids in writing, “God is our Creator and King.”
CAMILLE • Great job, everyone! God created everything, 

and everything He created was good. 
TREVOR • The Bible teaches us that only God deserves our 

worship. You can use this craft to help you remember 
what we’ve been learning about God.

• paper plates
• blue and green tissue 

paper
• glue
• markers
• globe or map 

(optional)
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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